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H I S T O RY  O F 

T H E  P R O J E C T

The original Fountain Mutual Trail Concept Plan  

was completed in 2008 for the Fountain Mutual 

Metropolitan District (FMMD) and created through 

a conceptual master planning process that explored 

the opportuni� es associated with the exis� ng 

Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Canal (FMIC) ditch system 

easements and right-of-way’s.

Established in 1999, FMMD serves several small 

neighborhoods in southern El Paso County.  FMMD 

func� ons include Parks and Recrea� on, as well as 

Stormwater management.   

The FMIC has owned and operated the Fountain 

Mutual Canal irriga� on system (Canal) since the 

late 1880’s. The maintenance roads that parallel the 

Fountain Mutual Canal provide opportuni� es for 

trails or trail improvements adjacent to the canal 

within the noted corridor. In addi� on, the FMIC 

brings an extensive knowledge of the area in regards 

to landowners and easements that will be important 

to the future of the Fountain Mutual Trail (Trail).

The original 2008 Concept Plan was envisioned to 

foster greater interest in the community trail system, 

partnership opportuni� es and illustrate the role 

that the FMMD, in coopera� on with FMIC, can play 

in enhancing the future recrea� on services within 

the communi� es of Fountain, Widefi eld, Security, 

Colorado Springs and El Paso County. 

Because considerable development has taken place 

in the intervening years, and neighboring Municipal 

and County Parks Departments have updated their 

trail and parks master plans, the Concept Plan is in 

need of an update. N.E.S. Inc. and Drexel, Barrell 

& Co. were engaged by the Elise Bergsten, District 

Manager, for the FMMD to update the Concept Plan. 

Chris� an Lieber

Jon Romero

Bryn Iten 

T h e  c o n s u lta n t

T e a m

Tim D. McConnell 

Patrick C. O’Hearn

P r o j e c t  l e a d, 

p l a n n i n g  &  l a n d s c a p e 

a r c h i t e c t u r e

S i t e  s u r v e y  & 

e n g i n e e r i n g

2008 

Fountain 

Mutual 

Trail 

Concept 

Plan  
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  & 

P U R P O S E  O F  T h e 

U p d at e

The FMMD has employed a unique approach in 

their scope that looks beyond the limits of their 

Metropolitan District Service Areas to create 

meaningful connec� ons to exis� ng and proposed 

municipal and county trails, parks, schools and 

neighborhoods.

The original 2008 Trail Concept Plan evaluated a 

preliminary corridor for a mul� -use trail system.  The 

intended trail system aimed to support connec� ons 

between area recrea� on facili� es, community 

services, individual adjacent neighborhoods and 

mul�  jurisdic� onal trail connec� ons with the City of 

Colorado Springs, Fountain, Widefi eld, Security and 

El Paso County.  

The proposed alignment began near the Las Vegas 

Street water treatment plant traveling to the 

Big Johnson Reservoir to the Jimmy Camp Creek 

drainage to the south of the Canal system.  The 

2008 Trail Concept Plan envisioned fostering greater 

interest in the community trail system, partnership 

opportuni� es and illustra� ng the role that the FMMD, 

in coopera� on with FMIC, can play in enhancing the 

future recrea� on services within the community. 

The Fountain Mutual Trail Concept Plan Update 

(Plan) supports the original 2008 Concept Plan 

and develops the future vision and iden� ty of the 

Fountain Mutual Trail (FMT) corridor while serving 

to streamline implementa� on for regional and local 

trails through meaningful partnerships with other 

local agendas. The Plan is intended to serve as a long-

term guiding document for the Trail and establish 

the preferred Trail corridor. The Plan is also intended 

to be a resource document and guide for the Trail 

that refl ects the common interests and goals of the 

FMMD, stakeholders and the community.

Linking communi� es with trails and greenways is 

an important component of the Front Range urban 

fabric and the original 2008 Concept Plan. 

This Plan provides a framework and tool set for the 

Fountain Mutual Metropolitan District (FMMD) in 

coopera� on with the Fountain Mutual Irriga� on 

Company (FMIC) and local municipali� es to provide 

new and enhanced recrea� onal and mobility 

opportuni� es to individuals within the Metropolitan 

District and surrounding communi� es of Colorado 

Springs, El Paso County and Fountain.   

The Fountain Mutual Trail (Trail) promises to be 

a highly valuable asset to the Colorado Springs, 

El Paso County and Fountain communi� es 

for transporta� on, recrea� on and educa� on. 

Implementa� on of this approximately 34 mile trail 

corridor will serve approximately 55,100 residents 

who live within a half mile of the corridor (per 2010 

Census tract informa� on).  This Trail will provide 

greater transporta� on and access op� ons to 26 Parks 

and Open Spaces, 16 schools, 37 Neighborhoods 

within a half mile and 23 connec� ons to surrounding 

municipal trails. 

This Plan establishes a set of design standards for 

the Trail and its associated spur trails within the 

context of exis� ng physical constraints of the FMIC 

easements, Metropolitan Districts and public street 

rights-of-way. The Plan iden� fi es planning issues and 

opportuni� es associated with Trail construc� on and 

presents feasible solu� ons for its design and long-

term opera� on and maintenance.

This Plan document describes, in detailed terms, the 

proposed Trail corridor alignment, the organiza� on 

of the Trail corridor into Reaches A through E and 

provides recommenda� ons on implementa� on, 

partnership and funding strategies for their 

construc� on. This Plan is divided into six sec� ons. 

The content of each sec� on is as follows:
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01
Past, Present & Future 

Planning Context 
This section briefly presents 
the history, vision, processes & 
partnerships involved in the FMMD’s 
planning efforts for the Trail

02
Trail Corridor 

Characteristics 
This section provides a description of 
the Plan area with supporting analysis 
maps.

03
Overall

Recommendations
This section lists the Plan’s overall 
recommendations for the Trail & 
identifies the five reach segments that 
make up the Trail

05
Trail Design

Guidelines 
This section establishes trail design 
guidelines, such as typical path 
construction & layout, wayfinding 
signage & road crossings

04
Goals & Objectives

By Reach
This section provides the framework 
around which the Plan will be 
implemented by Reach

06
References

The references will follow the Plan 
and list the documents reviewed in the 
preparation of this Plan

P l a n  S e c t i o n s
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2 0 2 1  v i s i o n

CATALYZE

Catalyze the development of greater 

connectivity & new partnerships between 

local & regional trail networks

With the oversight and support of the Fountain Mutual Metropolitan 

District in cooperation with the Fountain Mutual Canal Irrigation 

Company the Fountain Mutual Trail will:

CREATE

Create interpretive & 

enrichment  opportunities 

along the Trail

CONNECT

Connect residents to parks, 

open space, schools, community 

centers & regional trails
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S ta k e h o l d e r

I d e n t i f i c at i o n

&  I n v o lv e m e n t

The Plan process was conducted in an open and 

transparent manner to the maximum extent possible. 

The process included a � ered level of engagement 

for review and input as materials were developed. 

Stakeholders were engaged in key decision points 

and milestones throughout the Plan process. 

A diverse set of stakeholders represented interests 

in both the Trail and the regional nature of the 

project. This broad perspec� ve encouraged a robust 

conversa� on about the vision for the Trail, guided 

discussions related to management and opera� ons 

and helped establish overall design standards of the 

Trail. 

A Stakeholder Mee� ng and Stakeholder Field Trip 

were held throughout the Plan process. The purpose 

of these Stakeholder events was to create an open 

dialogue to understand changes to Stakeholder 

land management strategies, Master Plans and 

opera� onal needs since the comple� on of the 

original Fountain Mutual Trail Concept Plan and 

iden� fy poten� al new challenges and opportuni� es 

to incorporate and consider during the process of 

upda� ng the Plan.

The Project Team recognizes the following agencies 

and stakeholders for their signifi cant commitment of 

� me and energy towards this eff ort.  The success of 

this Plan is a result of this commitment.

Stakeholders

Emily Duncan    Colorado Springs Parks, Recrea� on & Cultural Services

Tim Wolken  El Paso County Parks & Recrea� on

Ross Williams  El Paso County Parks & Recrea� on

Gary Steen  Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Company

Elise Bergsten   Fountain Mutual Metropolitan District

Susan Davies  Trails & Open Space Coali� on

Allen Beauchamp Trails & Open Space Coali� on

Ben Valdez  Former Widefield School District 3 

Dennis Neal   Widefield School District 3
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S ta k e h o l d e r 
M e e t i n g 

The Fountain Mutual Trail Concept Plan Update 

Stakeholder Mee� ng #1 - Photo by: N.E.S. Inc. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS

1. Gaps in the Trail service areas through 

established older neighborhoods could 

be a challenge as the infrastructure for 

trails was not included and retrofi �  ng 

for trails can be diffi  cult

2. Liability and safety where the Trail 

is proposed adjacent to the Fountain 

Mutual Irriga� on Canal will be a 

coordinated eff ort between the FMMD 

and FMIC

3. The Trail should be primarily a so�  

surface trail to sa� sfy maintenance, 

cost, con� nuity with other trail systems,  

user needs and design considera� ons

4. Include addi� onal trail connec� ons to 

schools, parks and open spaces in the 

area, par� cularly a connec� on to the 

Big Johnson Reservoir trails

5. There are several proposed alignments 

for local and regional trails in close 

proximity to the proposed Trail corridor 

with opportuni� es for collabora� on and 

partnership

6. Present the Plan to the El Paso County 

Parks Advisory Board, the City of 

Colorado Springs Parks Advisory Board, 

the Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Board 

of Directors, the Fountain Mutual 

Metropolitan Board of Directors and the 

Widefi eld School District 3 Parks and 

Recrea� on Advisory Board.

7. Mul� -jurisdic� onal trail master 

planning overlap was iden� fi ed 

lending to increased collabora� on 

opportuni� es for common long range 

improvement and connec� vity goals

The Stakeholder Mee� ng provided an opportunity 

for the Project Team to present an overview 

of the Fountain Mutual Trail Concept Plan to 

stakeholders. Widefi eld School District 3 Parks 

and Recrea� on provided the space for the fi rst 

Stakeholder Mee� ng. 

Following introduc� ons and the presenta� on, the 

Project Team invited Stakeholders to share and 

discuss observa� ons and ideas on upda� ng the 

Plan. 

Discussion and insights into the history of the 

area and the surrounding communi� es provided 

outreach strategies for Trail implementa� on and 

poten� al Trail corridor alignment updates within the 

Plan.  

Stakeholders’ shared trail design standards and future 

City and County trail alignments that would set the 

framework to develop specifi c design standards for 

the Trail. Key Takeaways from the fi rst Stakeholder 

Mee� ng are listed above. 
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S ta k e h o l d e r 
f i e l d  t r i p

Stakeholder Field Trip 

Photo by: Allen Beauchamp - T.O.S.C.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

1. Where the Trail is adjacent to the FMIC 

a trail easement agreement should be 

dra� ed that assigns responsibili� es for 

Trail maintenance

2. U� lize a Trail sign wayfi nding program 

for all major intersec� ons, signs could 

provide distances and arrows for 

loca� ons or connec� on to other trails

3. A survey of the neighborhoods 

surrounding the proposed Trail corridor 

would be an opportunity to engage and 

educate the community

4. Get le� ers of support from area 

leadership, including Widefi eld District 

3, Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Company, 

El Paso County, City of Colorado Springs, 

Widefi eld Water and Sanita� on District, 

Security Fire Protec� on District, and City 

of Fountain  

5. Consider including ligh� ng in the Trail 

Standards. Dark-sky ligh� ng along the 

trail corridor would allow for trail use 

a� er dark, especially in winter months

6. Work with local municipali� es to install 

crosswalks and warning signs where the 

proposed Trail corridor intersects with 

streets

7. Look to provide safe corridors to 

improve trail use and access to a 

variety of users.

A� er the Stakeholder mee� ng and discussions, 

support and interest in a fi eld trip was expressed to 

evaluate a segment of the Trail corridor.  The Project 

Team then scheduled a boots on the ground fi eld 

trip for a segment of Reach E, which was iden� fi ed 

early on by the Project Team as one of the ini� al key 

improvement areas within the corridor.  

Reach E of the Trail corridor is iden� fi ed by the 

Fountain Mutual Trail Concept Plan as roughly 

spanning from Fontaine Boulevard south and east to 

Jimmy Camp Creek.

This fi eld trip was an opportunity for Stakeholders 

to get be� er acquainted with the unique challenges 

and opportuni� es of Reach E and iden� fy those areas 

along Reach E that will serve to inspire the shared 

vision for the Trail.  Stakeholders’ iden� fi ed broader 

trends in poten� al trail standards and partnership 

strategies for the en� re Trail. 
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Stakeholder Field Trip 

Photos by: Allen Beauchamp - T.O.S.C.

Stakeholder Field Trip 

Photo by: N.E.S. Inc.
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C o l o r a d o  S p r i n g s 

Pa r k  Sys t e m 

M a s t e r  P l a n 
( 2 0 1 4 ) 

Linking trails and closing gaps to enhance connec� vity 

were key recommenda� ons of the Colorado Springs 

Park System Master Plan (COS Plan) that the Trail can 

play a key part in realizing.  Expanding the trail system 

of Colorado Springs was iden� fi ed as a top priority. 

The COS Plan shares common trail opportuni� es with 

the updated Fountain Mutual Trail Concept Plan. 

The proposed Trail Corridor connects to exis� ng Sand 

Creek and Fountain Creek trails and shares alignments 

with several other proposed and exis� ng segments 

of Colorado Springs Trail network.  Common shared 

segments include the connec� ons to the Colorado 

Springs Airport and the trails around the Bluestem 

Prairie Open Space and Ring the Springs Loop. These 

partnership opportuni� es and connec� ons are 

examined in more depth in Sec� on 04 of this Plan. 

R E L AT I O N S H I P  T O 

O T H E R  P L A N S  & 

P O L I C I E S

Since the crea� on of the original Fountain Mutual 

Trail Concept Plan in 2008 the City of Colorado 

Springs, El Paso County and Widefi eld Parks and 

Recrea� on have developed parks master plans and 

constructed new trail segments in the vicinity of the 

Trail route. These new trail and park master plans 

present Trail corridor partnership opportuni� es 

and will help shape the route of the proposed Trail 

corridor. 

E l  Pa s o  C o u n t y 

Pa r ks  M a s t e r 

P l a n 
( 2 0 1 3 ) 

Meaningful connec� ons to other trail networks is 

iden� fi ed as a high priority in the El Paso County 

Parks Master Plan (EPC Plan) as a means to support 

the community’s vision of over 700 miles of trails 

and bike routes in the long term. The EPC Plan 

iden� fi es collabora� on through partnerships with 

other agencies as a strategy for enhancing the 

parks and trails of El Paso County and u� lizing these 

partnerships to seek out alterna� ve funding. 

The proposed Trail corridor connects to the exis� ng 

El Paso County Crews Gulch and Fountain Creek trails 

and shares alignment with several proposed and 

exis� ng segments of El Paso County trails in the Sand 

Creek, Front Range and Jimmy Camp Creek Trailshed 

areas as iden� fi ed in the EPC Plan. These partnership 

opportuni� es and connec� ons will be examined in 

more depth in Sec� on 04 of this Plan. 
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W S D  3  Pa r ks, 

R e c r e at i o n  & 

T r a i l s  M a s t e r 

P l a n 
( 2 0 1 6 ) 

The Widefi eld School District 3 Community Center, 

Parks, Recrea� on, Facili� es and Trails Master Plan 

(WSD3 Plan) iden� fi ed adding and expanding 

pathways and trails as a top priority.  

Recommenda� ons from the WSD3 Plan correlate 

with the FMMD Trail Master Plan and iden� fy the 

need to create trail opportuni� es that connect parks 

and civic areas through partnerships and enhancing 

routes and wayfi nding in the community. These 

recommenda� ons from the WSD3 Plan present 

opportuni� es for the Trail and FMMD to work 

with Widefi eld School District 3 on increasing the 

connec� vity and access to trails throughout the 

district. Partnership opportuni� es and connec� ons 

will be examined in more depth in Sec� on 04 of this 

Plan.

Space Reserved 

For Images
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T H E  S T U DY 

A R E A

The Trail Study Area is roughly a 0.5 mile buff er around the proposed network of Trail corridors. The 0.5 

Mile or 10 minute walk buff er is a common standard for walkability and access. The Study Area includes 

parts of Colorado Springs, El Paso County, Fountain and Widefi eld/Security areas and is primarily composed 

of residen� al, parkland, ins� tu� onal and commercial land uses.  There is a diverse composi� on of 

neighborhoods from older established to in-progress developments within the Study Area.  Approximately 

55,100 El Paso County residents live within a half mile of the corridor (per 2010 Census tract informa� on). 

Analysis of recent aerial photography and site visits were documented in ArcGIS to create and inventory 

community adjacencies related to access and connec� vity, completed and proposed trail sec� ons and even 

trail tread surfacing characteris� cs for completed segments of the Trail network.  The focus of this sec� on is 

to understand and examine those characteris� cs of the Study Area most relevant to the values and purpose 

for the Trail expressed by the Stakeholders, the FMMD and the FMIC. 

MAP 2.0
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Approximately 12 miles or 35% of the Trail is complete and approximately 22 miles or 65% of the Trail remains 

to be completed and implemented. The completed segments of Trail include por� ons of exis� ng municipal 

and county trails such as Crews Gulch and Bluestem Prairie.  Addi� onal segments of the completed trail are 

exis� ng sidewalks in developed areas, schools and parks that the proposed Trail would connect into a larger 

trail system to expand the des� na� on and route op� ons for local residents. 

MAP 2.1
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T r a i l  S u r fa c e 

T r e a d

The completed Trail corridor is comprised of approximately:  5.5 miles (46%) Sidewalk and 6.5 miles (54%) 

So�  Surface. Sidewalks are comprised of a variety of widths and types. Exis� ng concrete sidewalks range 

from a� ached 4 foot sidewalks in residen� al neighborhoods to detached 8 foot or larger sidewalks along 

streets such as Drennan Road.  These segments of Trail are present in the more developed/urban se�  ngs 

along the Trail Corridor such as residen� al neighborhoods and along major streets.  The so�  surface sec� ons 

of completed Trail are comprised of a variety of materials including decomposed granite and breeze.  These 

segments of Trail are typically 4 to 6 feet in width and are present in the more natural se�  ngs along the Trail 

Corridor such as parks, schools or open space. 

MAP 2.2
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T r a i l 

A c c e s s 

Gaps were iden� fi ed in the exis� ng trail network in residen� al areas within the Study Area. These Gaps are 

located in established neighborhoods within the southern por� ons of Widefi eld/Security and undeveloped 

or new development residen� al areas in the eastern por� ons of Fountain. Gaps in the Trail are opportuni� es 

for FMMD to engage with El Paso County and Colorado Springs Planning Departments to ensure corridor is 

set aside for trails through the land en� tlement to close Gaps in the Trail. Proposed segments of Trail seek 

to close some of these gaps and connect exis� ng segments of trail to improve connec� vity and Trail access. 

Priority Trail connec� on projects  are iden� fi ed in Sec� on 04 Goals and Objec� ves by Reach. 

MAP 2.3
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Providing connec� vity to schools and parks is an important func� on of the Trail. There are 3 school districts 

and approximately 16 schools located in the Study Area. Access to Parks and Open Spaces via the Trail 

will provide outdoor educa� on and recrea� on opportuni� es for the next genera� on of nature lovers and 

conserva� onists. Engagement and partnership opportuni� es with schools could provide a protected route 

for trips to parks, nature hikes along the riparian corridors and new routes for cross country teams and other 

athle� cs. The majority of the Trail is located within Widefi eld School District 3. Key schools along the Trail 

include Widefi eld Elementary of the Arts, Widefi eld High school, Fountain Valley School of Colorado, Mesa 

Ridge High school and Janitell Junior High school.    

MAP 2.4
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M U N I C I PA L  &  C O U N T Y

T R A I L S

There are several opportuni� es for partnership and shared alignments with exis� ng and proposed Colorado 

Springs, Widefi eld/Security, Fountain and El Paso County Trails. These include Sand Creek, Fountain Creek, 

Jimmy Camp Creek and Crews Gulch.  These partnership opportuni� es and connec� ons will be examined in 

further detail in Sec� on 04 Goals and Objec� ves by Reach of this Plan. 

MAP 2.5
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PA R KS  &  O P E N  S PA C E

C O N N E C T I V I T Y 

Parks and open spaces provide inclusive passive and ac� ve recrea� on opportuni� es for all ages. Providing 

convenient and comfortable pathways to these spaces is cri� cal to ensuring they are u� lized to their full 

poten� al. By improving residen� al trail access to parks within the study area the Trail strengthens the 

rela� onship to the parks and their many benefi ts into the everyday rou� nes of the residents in the Study 

Area. Parks and open space are great travel des� na� ons and o� en make great loca� ons for trailheads.   In the 

Study Area there are approximately 26 parks and open spaces owned and maintained by Colorado Springs, 

Widefi eld/Security, Fountain and El Paso County. Partnership opportuni� es and connec� ons to parks and 

open spaces will be examined in further detail in Sec� on 04 Goals and Objec� ves by Reach of this Plan. 

MAP 2.6
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Route

The updated Trail corridor for Reach A is a compila� on of por� ons of Reach A and Reach B from the 2008 

Concept Plan. Reach A starts at the terminus of the exis� ng City of Colorado Springs Sand Creek Trail where 

it intersects the Hancock Expressway in south Colorado Springs. From this intersec� on Reach A follows along 

Hancock Expressway on an exis� ng sidewalk before heading south on Astrozon Boulevard. At the intersec� on 

of the Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Canal and Astrozon Boulevard Reach A leaves Astrozon Boulevard and the 

exis� ng sidewalk and con� nues on the proposed route south along the canal.  

Reach A follows along the canal and a concrete drainage channel south and east mee� ng up with exis� ng 

sidewalk along Boychuck Avenue.  At the intersec� on of Boychuck Avenue and Drennan Road, Reach A heads 

east on an exis� ng sidewalk along the north side of Drennan Road crossing South Academy Boulevard and 

running parallel to Milton E Proby Parkway along Drennan Road.  

Reach A splits at the intersec� on of Hancock Expressway and Milton E Proby Parkway near Barnstormers Park. 

The eastern route follows Milton E Proby Parkway on exis� ng sidewalk to the future Sky View Community 

Park and exis� ng Sky View Sports Complex.  A trailhead is proposed for Sky View Community Park to mark a 

terminus of Reach A and one of the star� ng points of Reach B. 

The southern route is proposed to con� nue along Hancock Expressway to Bradley Road at which point the 

main route follows south east along the canal on an exis� ng so�  surface trail.  A secondary spur at the Bradley 

Road intersec� on is proposed to run south west into exis� ng residen� al neighborhoods following exis� ng 

a� ached sidewalks for the majority, and connec� ng to Sproul Junior High school and Widefi eld Preschool. The 

southern route of Reach A connects into Reach B at a proposed trailhead in Windmill Mesa Park. 

REACH A
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3.5MiExisting Sidewalk

Reach A Status

0.8MiExisting Soft Surface

1.5MiProposed Trail 1.0MiPartnership Opportunities
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Opportunities 

• The fi rst Partnership Opportunity area on Reach A (0.3 mile trail segment) is iden� fi ed as short-term 

priority in the City of Colorado Springs Park System Master plan to help complete the “Ring the Springs 

Loop” Sand Creek Trail Segment

• The proposed Trailheads are located in Sky View Community Park owned by the City of Colorado 

Springs and Windmill Mesa Park owned by Widefi eld School District #3

• Connect Sproul Junior High and the Widefi eld School District #3 Pre-school to the Canal & Windmill 

Mesa Park

• Partner with the City of Colorado Springs & El Paso County  to provide a 0.7 mile segment of trail along 

Hancock Expressway to connect the surrounding neighborhoods & schools to Barnstormers Park

REACH A

Challenges

• Varying widths of exis� ng sidewalk & right-of-way make wayfi nding diffi  cult for fi rst � me trail 

users

• Unmarked road crossings, par� cularly the Bradley Road crossing to the proposed trailhead at 

Windmill Mesa Park

Goals & Objectives

Goal 1.
Close trail gaps between Astrozon Rd. & Academy 

Blvd. & along Hancock Expy.  between Milton Proby 

Pkwy. & Bradley Rd.

Objec! ves
• Discuss partnership & funding opportuni� es with Colorado 

Springs & El Paso County. 

• Coordinate with the FMIC where Trail is along the Canal & 

Iden� fy poten� al access easements. 

Goal 2.
Establish Trailheads at Sky View Community Park & 

Windmill Mesa Park

Objec! ves
• Reach out to the City of Colorado Springs & Widefi eld 

School District #3 

• Develop Trailheads based on the Trail Design Guidelines. 

• Promote the Trail with ribbon cu"  ng or grand opening 

celebra� ons for Trailheads.  

Goal 3.
Connect the neighboring residents & Turman 

Elementary, Soaring Eagles Elementary & Sproul 

Junior High  to surrounding Deerfi eld, Sky View, 

Barnstormers & Windmill Mesa Park

Objec! ves
• Improve road crossings & wayfi nding at key intersec� ons of 

Milton Proby Blvd., Hancock Expy. & Bradley Rd. 

• Engage Widefi eld School District #3 on outdoor & recrea� on 

programs that could benefi t from using the Trail  

• Educate local neighborhood groups & hold events such as 

walking groups or fun runs.  
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Route

The updated Trail corridor for Reach B is a compila� on of por� ons of Reach C and Reach D from the 2008 

Concept Plan. Reach B begins at the Sky View Community Park, it crosses Milton E Proby Park and is proposed 

to travel south through undeveloped private open space parallel to S Powers Boulevard. A spur trail on exis� ng 

neighborhood sidewalks connects to French Elementary. 

Reach B splits at the curve of the Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Canal at the southern end of the private open 

space.  The route following the canal to the south east separates from the canal at Bradley Road traveling east 

to a proposed trailhead within Bluestem Prairie Open Space and the beginning of Reach C. 

The south west route from the intersec� on with the Canal connects with Reach A at Windmill Mesa Park 

before it crosses Bradley Road and con� nues south on exis� ng sidewalk along Wageman Drive.  A spur of 

Reach B heads west through open space towards the Widefi eld Rec Center, Security Public Library and several 

schools. This spur of Reach B then travels along exis� ng sidewalk on Main Street before crossing Highway 87 

and is proposed to terminate where it connects to Fountain Creek Regional Trail. 

Reach B con� nues on exis� ng sidewalk on Wageman Drive south east before it is proposed to travel through 

a series of green space tracts eventually intersec� ng with Grinnell Boulevard. Reach B is proposed to travel 

south along Grinnell Boulevard to Fontaine Boulevard where it briefl y heads east along Fontaine Boulevard 

before intersec� ng Reach C at a proposed trailhead within Widefi eld Community Park. 

REACH B



1.2MiExisting Sidewalk
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Goal 1.
Close trail gaps along Grinnell Blvd., Fountaine 

Blvd., Bradley Rd. and HWY 85 to Fountain Regional 

Trail. 

Objec! ves
• Discuss partnership & funding opportuni! es with Colorado 

Springs on connec! ons to Bluestem Prairie Open Space 

• Discuss partnership & funding opportuni! es with El Paso 

County on connec! ons to Fountain Creek Regional Trail & 

the proposed bicycle route along Grinnell Blvd. to Widefi eld 

Park. 

Goal 2.
Establish Trail connec! ons through private open 

space. 

Objec! ves
• Reach out to Windmill Mesa neighborhood & Waterview 

Metropolitan District regarding Trail connec! ons & access.

• Engage land owners of proper! es (Tax ID: 6501400009, 

6500000207, 5500000305 & 6512100001) along S. Powers 

Blvd. & Grinnell Blvd. for poten! al Trail access easements.  

Goal 3.
Connect the neighboring residents & schools to 

surrounding parks, community center and open 

space. 

Objec! ves
• Improve road crossings, wayfi nding & close gaps in the Trail.

• Engage poten! al school outdoor & recrea! on programs that 

could benefi t from using the Trail.   

Opportunities 
• The proposed Trailheads are located in public parks and open space owned by the City of Colorado 

Springs and Widefi eld School District #3

• Connec! ons between schools, regional trails, public parks and open spaces

• Partner with El Paso County Parks along a 1.4 mile por! on of Reach B that shares alignment with 

County proposed secondary regional trail along Grinnell blvd., then east along Fontaine Blvd. to 

Widefi eld Community Park and 0.4 miles between HWY 85 and the exis! ng Fountain Regional Trail  

• Partner with Colorado Springs along a 1.7 mile po! on of Reach B that shares alignment with proposed 

urban trail in private open space along S. Powers Blvd., Grinnell Blvd. and east 0.6 miles along Bradley 

Rd. 

• Partner with various Homeowner Associa! ons for trail connec! ons through Homeowner Associa! on 

owned open space

REACH B

ChallengesChallenges

• Varying widths of exis! ng sidewalk & right-of-way make wayfi nding diffi  cult for fi rst ! me Trail 

users 

• Segments of Trail are proposed on private property 

• Unmarked road crossings, including Fontaine Blvd. and several along Wageman Dr. 

Goals & Objectives
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Route

The updated Trail corridor for Reach C is a modifi ed route of Reach D from the 2008 Concept Plan. Reach 

C begins at the proposed trailhead in Bluestem Prairie Open Space. Reach C is proposed to circumnavigate 

Big Johnson Reservoir owned by the Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Company before traveling south to Fontaine 

Boulevard and connec� ng with Reach D. Heading west along Fontaine Boulevard Reach C follows an exis� ng 

so�  surface segment of the Crews Gulch Trail to a proposed Trailhead and connec� on to Reach E before 

traveling further west to Widefi eld Community Park and the terminus of Reach B.  

REACH C

Bluestem Prairie Open Space

Photo by: AllTrails
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Bluestem Prairie Open Space

Photo by: AllTrails



Goal 1.
Close trail gap from Bradley Rd. along Goldfi eld Dr 

to Fountaine Blvd. 

Objec! ves
• Discuss partnership opportuni! es & Trail access easements 

with the Fountain Valley School, the Fountain Mutual 

Irriga! on Company, Colorado Springs & El Paso County.

Goal 2.
Establish Trailheads at north Trail entry to Bluestem 

Prairie Open Space & shelter area of Widefi eld 

Community Park. 

Objec! ves
• Engage El Paso County to renovate the exis! ng shelter area 

at Widefi eld Community Park to include a shared trailhead 

for Crews Gulch Trail and the Trail. 

• Engage the City of Colorado Springs Parks & Recrea! on to 

establish a shared trailhead on the north of Bluestem Prairie 

Open Space. 

Goal 3.
Connect the neighboring residents & schools to 

surrounding parks and open space. 

Objec! ves
• Engage El Paso County & Colorado Springs  on 

improvements to road crossing of the Trail at Fountaine 

Blvd. & Goldfi eld Dr. 

• Engage poten! al school outdoor & recrea! on programs that 

could benefi t from using the Trail, par! cularly the Fountain 

Valley School & King Elementary.  
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Opportunities 

• The proposed Trailheads are located in public parks and open space owned by the City of Colorado 

Springs and El Paso County 

• Connec! ons between schools, regional trails, public parks and open spaces

• Partner with El Paso County Parks along 1.1 mile por! on of Reach C that shares alignment with 

the proposed por! on of Crews Gulch Trail along Fontaine Blvd. 

• Partner with Colorado Springs and the Fountain Mutual Irriga! on Company for 2.8 miles of Trail 

in Reach C that shares alignment with proposed trails within and adjacent to Bluestem Prairie 

Open Space and the Big Johnson Reservoir 

REACH C

ChallengesChallenges

• Varying widths of exis! ng sidewalk and right-of-way make wayfi nding diffi  cult for fi rst ! me Trail 

users 

• Segments of Trail are proposed on Fountain Valley School of Colorado private property 

• Unmarked road crossings at Fontaine Blvd. and Goldfi eld Dr. 

Goals & Objectives
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Route

The updated Trail corridor for Reach D is a modifi ed route of Reach F from the 2008 Concept Plan.  Reach D 

begins in Bluestem Prairie Open Space and travels east along Fontaine Boulevard un� l it intersects with the 

Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Canal. Reach D follows south along the canal. A spur of Reach D heads east through 

proposed residen� al development crossing S Mark Sheff el Road and connects to the proposed Jimmy Camp 

Creek Trail.  The main route of Reach D terminates where it meets Reach E at the proposed trailhead in open 

space along Mesa Ridge Parkway.  

REACH D
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Opportunities

• Connec� ons between future proposed regional trails, parks and open spaces

• Partner with El Paso County Parks for the 0.5 mile trail por� on of Reach D that connects to the 

proposed Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Trail 

• Majority of the route follows the path and easements of the Canal 

• Partner with various Homeowner Associa� ons/Metropolitan Districts for trail connec� ons 

through Homeowner Associa� on/Metropolitan District owned and maintained open space 

REACH D

ChallengesChallenges

• Segments of Trail are proposed on private property 

• Majority of the Reach D route is proposed 

• Future areas of residen� al development with unknown fi nal layout 

• Unmarked road crossings at Mark Sheff el Rd. and Fontaine Blvd. 

Goals & Objectives

Goal 1.
Partner with El Paso County and Colorado Springs 

Planning Departments to ensure corridor is set 

aside for trails through the land en� tlement process 

when new developments are proposed.

Objec! ves
• Iden� fy and priori� ze future segments  

• Discuss partnership & funding opportuni� es for new trail 

connec� ons with El Paso County.

• Research easements & ownership along the Canal.  

Goal 2.
Establish Trail connec� ons through private open 

space. 

Objec! ves
• Engage Glen Metropolitan District to discuss trail access 

easements through Metro District from Tax ID 5500000401 

south to Mesa Ridge Parkway. 

• Engage land owners and developers to iden� fy poten� al 

Trail access easements and connec� ons to future parks & 

open space. 

Goal 3.
Connect the neighboring residents & future schools 

to surrounding exis� ng and proposed parks and 

open space. 

Objec! ves
• Improve road crossings at Marks Sheff el Rd. & Fontaine Blvd.

• Educate and Engage local neighborhoods including the 

future school site in SL Ranch, the Glenn at Widefi eld and 

Co# onwood Grove. 
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Route

The updated Trail corridor for Reach E is a modifi ed from the route of Reach E in the 2008 Concept Plan. Reach 

E begins at the intersec� on of the Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Canal and the exis� ng Crews Gulch Trail. The 

Reach is proposed to travel south along the Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Canal. A spur is proposed south to 

connect to Webster Elementary and Mesa Ridge High school. Reach E follows exis� ng so�  surface trail through 

Janitell Junior High school and Fountain Mesa Park. 

The proposed route for Reach E splits in Fountain Mesa Park. The proposed eastern route of Reach E follows 

the Fountain Mutual Irriga� on Canal with a spur south on exis� ng sidewalk along Sneff els Street connec� ng to 

the proposed trailhead in Cross Creek Regional Park. This eastern route of Reach E crosses S Powers Boulevard 

and eventually connects to Reach D at the proposed trailhead off  the con� nua� on of Mesa Ridge Parkway.  

The south route of Reach E heads south from Fountain Mesa Park along  Fountain Mesa Road then east on 

Cross Creek. Reach E leaves Cross Creek where it intersects with a drainage way and follows the drainage 

way to Cross Creek Regional Park.  Once at Cross Creek Regional Park, Reach E meanders along the east 

perimeter of the park before crossing C&S Road to head south along a u� lity easement towards Heritage Park 

and eventually connec� ng to the proposed Jimmy Camp Creek Trail. 

REACH E
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Opportunities

• The proposed Trailhead is located in Cross Creek Regional Park   

• Connec� ons between schools, regional trails, commercial centers, public parks and open spaces

• Partner with El Paso County Parks and Widefi eld Parks and Recrea� on on 1.3 miles of Trail in 

Reach E   

• Partner with the Cross Creek Metropolitan District on 0.7 mile por� on of Reach E that shares 

alignment with exis� ng and proposed Metropolitan District trails

REACH E

ChallengesChallenges

• Segments of Trail are proposed on private property 

• Majority of the Reach E route is proposed 

• Mature neighborhoods with limited Trail access 

• Unmarked road crossings including Marksheff el Rd.  

Goals & Objectives

Goal 1.
Close gaps in Reach E from Widefi eld Community 

Park south to Mesa Ridge High school & Mesa Ridge 

Parkway trailhead west along the Canal.  

Objec! ves  

• Discuss partnership & funding opportuni� es for new trail 

connec� ons with El Paso County, Fountain & Widefi eld Parks 

& Recrea� on

• 

Goal 2.
Establish Trail connec� ons through private open 

space

Objec! ves
• Engage  and Cross Creek Metropolitan District to iden� fy 

poten� al access easements through private parks and open 

space and establish trailhead at Cross Creek Park. 

Goal 3.
Connect the neighboring residents and schools to 

surrounding exis� ng and proposed parks and open 

space

Objec! ves
• Improve road crossings, wayfi nding & close gaps in the Trail.

• Engage surrounding residents in the fi nal design and 

implementa� on of Reach E

• Educate local neighborhood groups and hold events such as 

walking groups or fun runs 
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Identify other agencies 

with interest or stake in 

priority sections of Trail. 

Form team efforts to 

apply for grants or share 

in funding Trail segment 

construction 

Connect completed 

Trail segments to expand 

the Trail user base, 

destination options & 

improve Trail access 

Seek to educate nearby 

residents & potential users to 

the existence of completed Trail 

segments & the recreational 

opportunities available

Confi rm & develop the 

roles & responsibilities of 

each agency associated 

or involved with the Trail 

Conduct reviews of 

the Plan for accuracy & 

relevancy as front range 

communities continue to 

evolve & update the Plan 

as necessary 
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Organize Reach 

projects for feasibility & 

implementation. Select 

Priority Projects with 

key connections or 

destinations 



1.

4 9

Draft Trail Concept Plan Update 

P r i o r i t y  p r o j e c t 

R e c o m m e n d at i o n s  

PROJECT: Construct a segment of Trail in Reach E beginning at  Widefi eld Community Park south to 
Mesa Ridge High school.  

GOAL: Increase connec! vity and accessibility between the Widefi eld Country Club Estates and 
Widefi eld Country Club Heights neighborhoods, Mesa Ridge High school, Janitell Junior High school, 
Widefi eld Community Park, Mesa Ridge Park and Crews Gulch Trail. 

2.
PROJECT: Establish trail access easements for the Trail in Reach B beginning at Sky View Community 
Park and termina! ng at Blue Stem Prairie Open Space through parcels west of S. Powers Blvd. and 
Grinnell Blvd. 

GOAL: Provide connec! ons to Parks and Open Space for nearby residents in Soaring Eagles, Clear 
View Estates, Windmill Mesa and Painted Sky at Waterview neighborhoods. Connect French 
Elementary to Windmill Mesa Park and Bluestem Prairie Open Space.    

3.
PROJECT: Engage Fountain Valley School to secure trail access easements to construct segments of 
Trail in Reach C along Goldfi eld Drive and through the Fountain Valley School property. Partner with 
City of Colorado Springs to construct the segment of trail iden! fi ed as a short term priority in the 
COS Parks Master Plan along Goldfi eld Drive around Bluestem Prairie Open Space. 

GOAL: Create a network of trails with meaningful connec! ons between Fountain Valley School, 
Crews Gulch Trail, Widefi eld Community Park and Bluestem Prairie Open Space. Parks and Open 
Space access for nearby residents in Painted Sky at Waterview, Fountain Valley Ranch, Sunrise Ridge 
and Widefi eld Homes neighborhoods. 

4.
PROJECT: Partner with El Paso County and Colorado Springs Planning Departments to ensure 
corridor is set aside for segments of Trail in Reach D through the land en! tlement process as new 
developments are proposed. 

GOAL: Provide recrea! onal trail opportuni! es including access to Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Trail 
and connec! ons to Parks and Open Space for future schools and residen! al developments.   

5.
PROJECT: Engage private land owners (Tax IDs: 5519424016,  5529206001, 5528000028 & 
5528000032) to secure trail access easements for segments of Trail in Reach E. Construct segment 
of Trail in Reach E on parcels owned by FMIC and City of Fountain. This segment of Trail in Reach 
E begins at Markets at Mesa Rdige LLC connec! ng to proper! es owned by the Fountain Mutual 
Irriga! on Canal, City of Fountain and private land owners to proposed Trailhead along Mesa Ridge 
Parkway.   

GOAL: Establish connec! ons between Fountain Mesa Park, Windmill Mesa High school, Janitell 
Junior High and future El Paso County Parks.  Expand the recrea! onal trail opportuni! es to the Glen 
at Widefi eld, Sunrise Ridge and Mesa Ridge neighborhoods.  
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FOUNTAIN MUTUAL TRAIL CORRIDOR
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t r a i l  m a n a g e m e n t 

&  o p e r at i o n s

Successful opera� on and management will rely on a 

con� nued and regular program of maintenance of the 

Trail and associated support facili� es. Establishing a 

Maintenance and Management Program will not only 

ensure a quality recrea� onal or travel experience for 

the trail user, but is also an essen� al ingredient of a 

risk management plan for the trail operator. 

The FMMD and FMIC must plan to devote suffi  cient 

manpower and resources to a regular maintenance 

schedule in order to meet these goals.

Successful management of the Trail will be cri� cal 

for the protec� on of local natural resources and to 

provide safe and enjoyable recrea� onal experiences 

to trail users.  The Fountain Mutual Trail Guidelines 

(Guidelines) were developed with two primary 

objec� ves: to evaluate and priori� ze strategies that 

will improve the exis� ng Trail, and to introduce 

new segments that can be managed with minimal 

resources. 

The Guidelines will assist the Fountain Mutual 

Metropolitan District in se�  ng benchmarks for trail 

condi� ons that will result in an op� mum trail system.  

These Guidelines are set forth to serve as the 

primary Standard Opera� ng Procedure document 

for management and implementa� on of the Trail.    

Establishing the Trail Guidelines will be the fi rst step 

towards implementa� on of the updated Plan.

i n t r o d u c t i o n FMIC can provide valuable support to Trail 

maintenance, monitoring and management along 

por� ons of the Trail along the Canal.  FMMD will 

coordinate with FMIC to incorporate the Trail 

into rou� ne Canal maintenance such as clearance 

pruning and mowing.  FMIC will no� fy FMMD of 

construc� on and Trail closures along the Canal and 

follow Colorado Springs standards for trail detours.  

Following maintenance or construc� on of the Canal 

FMIC will ensure Trail condi� ons match those prior 

to Canal maintenance or construc� on.  

The elements of this Maintenance and Management 

Program should include:

• Rou� ne updates to the Inventory of the Trail and 

its related facili� es.

• Se�  ng of maintenance goals and standards for 

the quality of maintenance, hours of opera� on, 

etc.

• Developing the tasks necessary to achieve 

maintenance quality levels.

• Assigning the maintenance tasks to designated 

groups or individuals.

• Monitoring the quality and frequency of the 

work.

• Implemen� ng a control system for tracking 

accomplishments and relevant costs.

• Evalua� ng the maintenance management 

program. 

Important maintenance tasks for FMMD and FMIC to 

consider and schedule within the Maintenance and 

Management Program for the Trail are as follows: 

• Mowing - 4-foot min. wide each side of trail 

where applicable. Flail type mower best - less 

debris on trail. (3-4 � mes annually)

• Pruning - Prune woody vegeta� on 4-feet back 

from sides of trail – 14-feet ver� cal clearance. 

(Annually) 

• Removal of Trees/Limbs - Evalua� on/ removal of 

unhealthy or dead trees and limbs. Fallen trees 

may remain as access control and to minimize 

disturbance. (Annually)

• Signage - Maintain direc� onal/informa� onal 

signs and Permanent signs. (periodically as 

required)

• Trail Surfacing - Repair surface damage from 

vehicles, erosion, etc. (periodically as required)
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u s e r  g r o u p s

It is not always possible to make accurate predic� ons 

of user volumes for planned trails.  However a 

generalized understanding can be established by 

considering several characteris� cs of the Trail.

• Connec� ons to Schools – Higher numbers of 

children and adolescents should be an� cipated 

o! en accompanied by adults. Peak periods of use 

will occur during morning rush-hour and slightly 

ahead of a! ernoon rush-hour. During Summer 

months this could be less. 

• Connec� on to Parks, Open Space and Recrea� onal 

Facili� es – Higher propor� ons of recrea� onal 

users and children can be expected, which will 

generally be distributed throughout the day with 

increased volumes on weekend and summer 

months. 

• Li" er Pick Up - Trailside-li" er pickup. Access area 

li" er pickup.  (as required)

• Trash Collec� on – Removal of trash from 

receptacles at access areas. (as required)

Following similar trail management programs, 

the Fountain Mutual Metro District can create 

partnership agreements with local businesses, clubs 

and organiza� ons for assistance in implemen� ng the 

Plan and a Maintenance and Management Program. 

Formal coopera� ve agreements can be made with 

these partners that clearly defi ne the roles and 

responsibili� es of each party. 

Involving community members and trail users in 

the maintenance of trails helps to build a sense of 

stewardship and ownership. Volunteers can be used 

for tasks such as li" er collec� on or pruning, or to 

take pressure off  of maintenance workers where 

volunteer resources are plen� ful, allowing these 

regular resources to be redirected to areas needing 

more or special a" en� on.

”Developing an eff ec� ve maintenance management 

system is an on-going process.”

Age of trail users, and skill and comfort level are o! en 

considered together. Providing trails that are invi� ng 

and safe for users of all ages, skills and comfort 

levels, should be a priority.  Slower moving trail users 

such as pedestrians and inexperienced cyclists are 

to be comfortably accommodated alongside faster, 

more experienced cyclists. These Guidelines take an 

inclusive approach to trail users with the intended 

result that trails are comfortable, enjoyable, and 

usable for the widest range of users.  

t r a i l  s ta n d a r d s  & 

c o n s t r u c t i o n

Trail construc� on: u� lizing the best prac� ces to 

construct a new trail or improving an exis� ng 

trail will be cri� cal to its future maintenance and 

management.  The following general guidelines are 

recommended for basic ac� vi� es and methods to 

u� lize during Trail construc� on. Trail guidelines and 

prac� ces shall stay updated to industry standards, 

na� onally and regionally, that are benefi cial to the 

trail user and management resources.  

TRAIL CORRIDOR: 

The Trail corridor will be used by hikers, joggers, 

bicyclists as well as service and emergency vehicles. 

The Trail should have a minimum tread width of 8 

feet with 2 foot clearance on either side. 

TREAD SURFACE: 

Material Crushed Granite or Concrete where feasible.  

TRAIL GRADE: 

Trail grades and design will need to accommodate 

canal maintenance and emergency vehicles. The 

target trail grade will not exceed 4%, where greater 

than 4% alterna� ve materials such as concrete 

should be considered in design and maintenance.  

Short Pitch Maximum of 8%. 

Maximum Pitch Density of <3% of the total Trail. 

Cross-Slope Target Range 1% to 2%

Design Clearing: Width 2 FT outside of trail edge 

Height 8 ! -9! 

Design Turns Radius Minimum 8! -12! 
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A m e n i t i e s 

&  t r a i l h e a d s

TRAILHEADS:

Trailheads are places that serve as a star� ng, 

ending, or interim points along a trail that provides 

informa� on and, poten� ally, facili� es at varying 

levels of services to the trail user.  The level of 

facili� es and parking capacity at a trailhead shall be 

determined by the current and an� cipated amount 

of use, type of use and proximity to other trailheads 

along the Trail. Si� ng of new trailheads should 

consider environmental condi� ons similar to the trail 

site planning to avoid and minimize environmental 

degrada� on at all � mes.   Design of the trailhead 

should refl ect the desired trail class experience, 

cultural landscapes, and structures in which it exists. 

Below are recommended Trailhead loca� ons along 

the Trail: 

• Skyview Community Park 

• Windmill Mesa Park

• Bluestem Prairie Open Space

• Widefi eld Community Park  

• Mesa Ridge Parkway 

• Cross Creek Open Space 

TRAIL SHELTERS:

Shelter si� ng, shall be 

evaluated for annual 

es� mated use, use types, 

and character of current or 

future Trail development 

levels.  Shelters will be 

Poligon Gable Roof Sun 

Shelters Model #SSG 8x9 

with Benches, Evergreen 

roof color and Suede Frame color or approved equal  

Below are recommended poten� al Trail Shelter 

placements along the Trail: 

• Cross Creek Open Space

• Grinnell Blvd. 

TRAIL INTERSECTIONS: 

When mul� -use trails cross each other, the primary 

goal is to prevent collisions between users.  This is 

achieved by designing trails with the appropriate 

alignments and sightlines, and by providing 

appropriate warnings to trail users when necessary. 

Trails should be constructed to intersect each other 

at 90-degrees wherever possible. 

Note that the open sightline zone between diverging 

trails is a cri� cal element towards reducing possible 

confl icts between trail users approaching the crossing 

wayfi nding signage is provided for users entering or 

exi� ng the crossing by each branch.

ROAD CROSSINGS:

All of the proposed crossing recommenda� ons in 

this sec� on should be applied only in consulta� on 

with qualifi ed City and County Transporta� on staff . 

Preferably, trail alignments are directed towards 

exis� ng intersec� ons where the crossing can be 

integrated into the exis� ng opera� ons.  This is not 

always possible, and situa� ons will occur where trails 

cross roads at mid-block loca� ons. 

Pavement markings in roadway crossings serve 

primarily to provide the crossing with enhanced 

visibility for motorists. Pavement markings to 

consider for the Trail include bicycle signals (trail),  

pedestrian signals (sidewalk) and stop bars for trail 

users located behind the sidewalk solid center line 

approaching the crossing warning and wayfi nding 

signage descrip� ons and placements “Yield” sign 

facing trail users.

All mid-block crossings will require implementa� on 

of a no-stopping zone adjacent the crossing to 

prevent physical or sightline obstruc� ons.  

DRIVEWAYS/PARK ROADS:

Trails running within road rights-of-way that cross 

driveways should be avoided whenever possible. In 

instances where the Trail crosses driveways users 

should be aware this presents a signifi cant risk for 

faster trail users as motorists tend to expect slower 

traffi  c in the boulevard areas and frequently focus 

their a% en� on on road traffi  c.  Trail users also may 

not an� cipate crossing motorists, especially at 

obscured or hidden entrances.
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• South of Bradley Rd. intersec! on 

• Widefi eld High School 

• Fountain Mesa Park

• Intersec! on of Reach D and Jimmy Camp Creek 

TRAIL KIOSKS:

Kiosks will be located at 

Trailheads, spur Trails and 

Trail intersec! ons with 

other Regional Trails. Trail 

Kiosk will be Poligon Three 

Sided, Three Column Model 

#KSK 3-8 Signs, evergreen 

roof color and suede frame 

color or approved equal.

TRAIL MARKERS: 

Trail Markers will be located 

at one mile intervals where 

possible. Trail Markers 

will be concrete pre-cast 

bollards Wausau Tile Model 

No. TF6035 C55EXP 2’-8” in 

height or approved equal.  

BENCHES:

Benches will be located 

along the Trail at two per 

mile where space allows 

and at trailheads where 

applicable.  Benches will be 

Timberform Palomar Model 

#2644-6 with armrests 

with coff ee tan seat and 

back, evergreen support 

and concrete foo! ngs or approved equal.  Benches 

should be placed on a crushed granite or concrete 

pad. 

WASTE RECEPTACLES: 

Waste Receptacles will 

be located with benches 

near trail access points, 

trailheads and trail shelters. 

Waste Receptacles will 

be Timberform Palomar 

2654 Hinged-Lid Li% er 

Container, Evergreen Color 

and concrete foo! ng or 

approved equal.  

BIKE RACKS:

Bike racks shall be installed 

at all designated trailheads 

and shelters along the Trail.  

Bike Racks will be Columbia 

Cascade Original CycLoops 

2170-5, evergreen color 

with concrete footer 

mount or approved equal. 

Bike Racks should be placed on a crushed granite or 

concrete pad. 

s i g n a g e 

&  r e g u l at i o n s

FMMD will take necessary steps to provide both a 

safe trail for the users and to protect themselves from 

liability claims. Where possible, hazardous condi! ons 

and a% rac! ve nuisances should be iden! fi ed and 

removed during the original construc! on of the trail. 

Those that cannot be removed should be fenced off  

and/or have warning signs posted.

With the ever-increasing use of cell phones by the 

general public, including trail users, aspects of 

security have changed in recent years. Users are 

very well prepared to report and locate ques! onable 

ac! vity on or within trail corridors. User surveillance 

tends to deter poten! al criminal ac! vity.

As Reaches of the Trail are opened in phases, clear 

men! on should be made at all Trail entrances and 

in any printed/electronic material (especially trail 

signage, maps, guidebooks and pamphlets) that 

por! ons of the Trail are s! ll not yet fully developed 

nor open to the public and that users must exercise 

the necessary care when using the Trail.
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SIGN TYPES:

REGULATORY SIGNS: 

These include signs such 

as yield or stop signs 

which communicate a 

regula� on of some type to 

trail users.  These signs are 

not to be confused with 

informa� onal signs such as 

those that communicate 

bylaw informa� on and 

which may form part of the wayfi nding system. 

Regulatory signs shall be placed as close as possible 

to the point where the regula� on is in eff ect.

WARNING SIGNS:   

Warning signs serve to 

warn trail users about any 

abnormal or poten� ally 

hazardous condi� ons 

ahead such as steep slopes 

or sharp turns. They should 

always iden� fy the specifi c 

condi� on being warned 

against. Warning signs 

shall typically be placed a distance in advance of the 

condi� on iden� fi ed, except where the sign is placed 

as a marker on the poten� al hazard, such as the 

leading edge of a fence near the trail.  The specifi c 

loca� on of sign placement will vary, but should give 

faster users suffi  cient distance to stop.  Typically 

this would be the sight stopping distance minus the 

distance that the sign can be read from.  Warning 

signs include the typical black-on-yellow signs 

indica� ng permanent condi� ons as well as the black-

on-orange signs indica� ng temporary condi� ons.

WAYFINDING SIGN SYSTEM: 

The wayfi nding system has three dis� nct signage 

types that work together to provide trail users 

with informa� on that will assist them in naviga� ng 

through the trail system.  The informa� on being 

communicated can be summarized as:  confi rma� on 

that a facility is the desired trail; selec� on of 

correct direc� on at intersec� ons, crossings, etc; 

determina� on of distances traveled and distances to 

points ahead; Individual sign types usually perform 

mul� ple func� ons

1. Iden� fi ca� on of major des� na� ons and 

landmarks;

2. Iden� fi ca� on of network connec� ons to facilitate 

changes in des� na� on or rou� ng;

3. Iden� fi ca� on of levels of accessibility; and rules-

of-the-trail and e� que" e 

DECISION SIGNS:

Decision signs are used to 

iden� fy route op� ons at any 

decision points along a trail 

(trail-trail crossings, trail-

access intersec� ons), and 

at access points to parks, 

streets, etc.  Decision signs 

should include informa� on 

about connec� ng trails, 

pedestrian or bicycle facili� es, as well as iden� fying 

important des� na� ons ahead.  Decision signs should 

always make note of accessibility condi� ons, including 

a descrip� on of condi� ons to be encountered. 

Decision signs are to be located 15 to 30 feet before 

decision points.

CONFIRMATION SIGNS:  

Confi rma� on signs are 

used to confi rm to trail 

users what trail they 

are on, and to indicate 

distance to points ahead. 

Confi rma� on signs are to 

be located 70 to 100 feet 

a# er decision points, as 

well as approximately every 

half mile along a con� nuous trail where no other 

decision or informa� on signs are present.

ACCESS/ROAD INFORMATION SIGNS:

Access/road informa� on 

signs are used to iden� fy 

the trail (by name and 

EMS loca� on code, as 

applicable), to iden� fy 

distance to the next trail 

exit, and to men� on trail 

e� que" e. Access/road 

informa� on signs are to be 

located 15 to 30 feet from the trail access road and 

be visible from any cycling or pedestrian facili� es in 

the roadway.
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